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REPORT. 


MARYLAND  AGEICULTURAL  COLLEGE; 

December  4th,  187^. 
To  the  Honorable,  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland : 

Under  tlie  provisions  of  the  Charter,  The  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

In  the  period  that  has  intervened  since  they  had  the  honor 
of  transmitting  their  last  report,  the  College  has  made  excel- 
lent progress  in  its  several  departments,  and  is  now  being  fast 
developed  into  such  an  Institution  of  practical  and  theoretic- 
learning,  as  was  contemplated  by  its  founders  and  the  wise- 
legislators,  who  by  their  act,  gave  it  being. 

The  regulations,  adopted  by  the  Boards  making  education 
more  practical  and  directly  connected  with  Agriculture,  have 
been  found  to  work  well.  The  teachings  in  this  Department 
have  been  made  exceedingly  instructive  and  interesting,  and 
during  the  present  session  we  have  a  very  much  larger  per 
centage  of  students,  who  look  forward  to  making  farming  the- 
pursuit  of  their  lives,  than  at  any  former  date  in  the  history 
of  the  College.  Our  young  men  are  taught  to  regard  agri- 
culture, in  its  true  light,  as  the  most  honorable  and  ennol>- 
ling  as  well  as  the  first  occupation  of  man — affording  labor 
not  only  for  the  hands,,  but  presenting  a  field  for  intellectual 
and  scientific  research,  Avhich  will  richly  reward  the  ambrtiosB) 
of  the  most  aspiring,  and  at  the  same  time  be  made  to  yield 
compensating  returns  in  the  way  of  revenue.  Farming  need 
not  and  should  not  be  the  unintellectual  labor,  that  it  has- 
been.  The  earth,  the  great  Laboratory  of  nature,  is  full  of 
liidden  Tnysterics,  and  science  stands  ready  to  assist  in  thoiir 
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revelation.  Nor  have  the  Trustees  found  that  by  leaving 
the  study  of  the  ancient  languages  discretionary  with  the 
student  they  have  detracted  at  all  from  the  comprehensive- 
ness of  the  scheme  of  education  with  which  they  started. 
Many  still  elect  to  pursue  a  linguistic  course — as  better  adap- 
ted to  fit  them  for  the  profession  they  intend  to  pursue — oth- 
ers under  the  bent  of  inclination  or  supposed  advantages  of 
interest  make  choice  of  scientific  schooling  ;  while  all  are  re- 
quired to  take  those  studies  more  immediately  connected  with 
agricultural  pursuits.  Under  either  system  the  great  ends  of 
education  are  accomplished — the  mind  is  taught  to  think  and 
abstract,  and  the  development  of  the  intellectual  man'seciired. 
The  Trustees  desire  to  express  their  conviction  of  the  bene- 
ficial results  secured  by  the  observance  of  the  military  fea- 
ture required  by  the  act  of  Congress,  making  donations  of 
public  land,  to  this  State  in  common  with  other  States  of  the 
'Union,  for  the  endowment  of  Agricultural  Colleges.  Apart 
from  the  dishonesty,  and  absolute  bad  faith  involved  in  an 
•attempt  in  any  way  to  evade  the  execution  of  this  act  of  Con- 
gress, we  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  great  ad- 
vantages it  has  over  any  other  system,  that  we  are  cognizant 
of,  in  securing  discipline.  Its  enforcement  lea,ds  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  habits  of  system  and  order — which  inculcated 
in  youth,  become  ingrained,  and  are  taken  with  them  into  the 
various  occupations  of  life  in  which  their  lots  may  be  cast. 
The  out  door  exercise,  made  necessary  in  the  drill,  improves 
the  manly  bearing  and  physical  development  of  our  young 
men — and  by  strengthening  their  health  secures  them  against 
the  pernicious  consequences  of  too  close  mental  application. 
This  department  is  under  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Clarence 
Deems,  of  the  United  States  Army — and  the  Trustees  have 
great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  failhful  manner  in 
which  he  discharges  its  duties. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  College  the  Board  is  pleased 
to  be  able  to  report  as  entirely  satisfactory.  By  economy  and 
good  management  the  College  has  been  able  under  the  judi- 
cious and  admirable  administration  of  President  William  H. 
JParker  to  pay  off  a  debt  of  more  than  fourteen  thousand  dol- 


lars — incur  considerable  outlays  in  improvements  on  the  farm- 
— and  procure  complete  mineralogical  and  geological  cabinets 
— skeletons  of  the  horse  and  cow,  &c.,  &c.,  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
six  hundred  dollars.  This  careful  management  and  use  of  the 
limited  resources  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trustees  and  Faculty, 
we  trust  will  be  allowed  influence  in  securing  your  favorable 
consideration  of  our  req[uest  for  a  thousand  dollars  to  con- 
struct a  stair  way  and  portico  at  the  North  end  of  the  College 
edifice.  This  stair  and  door  way  is  important  for  purposes  of 
ventilation,  but  very  much  more  so  as  a  means  of  escape  in 
the  event  of  fire. 

Appropriations  are  required  for  other  improvements  which 
cannot  be  efiected  by  the  limited  means  of  the  College,  and 
the  Trustees  will  be  pleased  if  the  Legislature  will  send  a 
joint  committee  to  the  College,  to  examine  and  report  on  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  conducted  and  whether  an  appropria- 
tion might  not  be  judiciously  made  for  the  several  improve- 
ments to  which  their  attention  would  be  invited. 

For  more  detailed  information  in  regard  to  the  working  of 
the  several  Departments  the  Trustees  beg  to  ask  your  atten- 
tion to  the  reports  of  the  President  of  the  Faculty  and  the 
Professor  of  Agriculture — which  are  (with  this  report)  here- 
with respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration.  By  order- 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

(Signed)  JAMES  T.  EAELE, 

Acting  President 


EXTRACTS 

FROM   THE 


OF    THE 

[MTarylancL  -A.griciilt\iral  College, 

TO  THE 

BO^HD  OF    TKUSTEEB, 


EXTRACTS. 


MAKYLAND  AGRICULTUEAL  COLLEGE, 

December  4th,  1879. 
To  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report,  for  the  quarter  ending  this  day : 

The  college  opened  on  the  23rd  of  September,  and  we  have 
to-day  68  students — the  largest  number  we  have  had  at  this 
time  during  my  administration — [11  counties  are  represented.] 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  several  departments 
are  in  good  working  order,  that  the  professors  in  charge  of 
them  are  performing  their  duties  with  zeal  and  fidelity,  and 
that  all  are  working  together  in  harmony. 

The  discipline  of  the  college  is  exceptionally  good,  no  out- 
breaks or  disorders  have  occurred,  and  the  good  feeling  ex- 
isting between  the  Faculty  and  students  has  never  been  in- 
terrupted. 

The  health  of  the  institution  is  remarkably  good,  and  during 
the  five  years  I  have  been  here  there  has  not  only  not  been  a 
death,  but  not  a  single  case  of  serious  illness  among  the  stu- 
dents. 

Under  the  energetic  management  of  Prof.  Grabowskii,  the 
School  of  Agriculture  is  rapidly  advancing  to  the  position  we 
all  desire  to  see  it  attain,  viz.:  the  leading  School  in  the 
College.  The  experiments  interrupted  by  the  deatji  of  Dr. 
Briggs  will  be  resumed,  and  the  curriculum  as  set  forth  in 
the  circular  issued  by  us,  and  which  is  appended  to  this 
report,  will  be  faithfully  adhered  to.        * 
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I  observe  an  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  the  students, 
and  there  are  41  wlio  take  the  Agricultural  course.  The 
Preparatory  students  are  too  young  to  appreciate  this  branch 
and  are  not  required  to  study  it. 

Since  September  we  have  added  to  our  collection,  skeletons 
of  the  horse  and  cow,  complete  Mineralogical  and  Geological 
cabinets,  &c.,  &c.,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  particulars  as  to  what  has  been  done  so  far  I  refer  you 
to  the  report  of  Prof.  Grabowskii  herewith  appended. 

Some  money  has  also  been  expended  on  the  physical  labo- 
ratory in  charge  of  Prof.  Nelson. 

During  the  Fair  held  by  the  National  Association  the 
several  classes  in  Agriculture  were  sent  in  charge  of  their 
Professor  from  time  to  time  to  receive  instruction  in  the 
various  branches;  and  the  students  went  once  as  a  military 
organization.  The  managers  were  extremely  liberal  in  ex- 
tending to  us  a  season  ticket  for  the  College.  This  was 
acknowledged  by  an  official  letter  of  thanks  from  the  Faculty. 

^  ^  «  ;!<  ^  t-  ^ 

The  Farm  Superintendent  reports  the  following  as  the 
'Crops  raised  this  year  : 

350  bushels  rye;  850  bushels  oats;  200  barrels  of  corn;  40  tons 
of  hay;  300  bushels  Irish  potatoes;  75  bushels  sweet  potatoes; 
150  bushels  turnips;  10  bushels  buckwheat  and  a  full  supply 
of  vegetables.     Pork  put  up  3,025  pounds. 

Wheat  in  the  ground  25  acres  and  tlie  same  sown  in 
timothy. 

We  have  80  acres  in  grass  and  with  the  addition  of  that 
just  mentioned  will  have  105  acres. 

During  the  summer  the  old  wing  of  the  Kossbury  house 
was  torn  down  and,  the  place  being  well  adapted,  a  small 
Conservatory  put  up  at  a  cost  of  |50.  It  will  answ^er  our 
purposes  for  the  present. 

We  have  planted  100  peach  trees  to  complete  the  young 
orchard  and  130  maples  for  ornamental  j^urposes.  A  few 
forest  trees  have  also  been  planted. 

Three  thorough-bred  Durham  calves  have  been  added  to 
•our  stock. 
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In  conclusioQ  I  think  I  can  fairly  say  that  since  tlie  hist 
report  to  the  Legishiture  the  record  shows  that  the  College 
has  been  in  good  working  order,  that  the  number  of  students 
has  been  constantly  increasing,  that  the  discipline  has  been 
good,  that  the  Agricultural  School  has  been  fostered,  that 
the  military  instruction  has  been  just  sufficient  to  cover 
the  requirements  of  the  charter — being  limited  to  a  drill  of 
40  minutes  for  fire  days  in  the  week — that  all  students  from 
the  State  have  been  received  free  of  tuition,  and  some  have 
been  allowed  to  pay  a  portion  of  their  necessary  expenses  by 
working  on  the  farm.  Also,  that  the  College  has  been  kept 
in  good  repair,  that  the  different  departments  have  been  im- 
proved by  the  addition  of  instruments^  text-books,  &c.,  &c., 
that  the  farm  has  been  kept  in  good  cultivation,  that  experi- 
ments have  been  made,  that  the  stock  has  been  improved, 
implements  of  various  kinds  purchased,  and  that  everything 
in  and  about  the  College  shows  care  and  industrj'  on  the  part 
of  all  concerned. 

In  support  of  what  I  have  said  in  relation  to  '^'"improve- 
ments" I  may  say  that  since  January,  1878,  we  have  expended 
on  the  College  $2,484.12,  and  on  the  farm  $7,702.23— total 
$10,186.35.  This  does  not  include  the  wages  of  the  employes, 
of  course. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  College  is  simply  this:  The 
students  from  the  State  and  District  of  Columbia  pay  $200 
per  year,  and  the  revenue  from  the  State  donation  and  U.  S. 
land  scrip  is  $13,300. 

Out  of  this  we  must  pay  the  professors'  salaries,  wages  of 
employes  in  the  College  and  on  the  farm,  repairs,  improve- 
ments, &c.  It  will  be  readily  seen  that  there  is  no  money  to 
make  any  extensive  improvements,  and  it  is  only  with  the 
strictest  care  and  economy  that  the  College  can  meet  its  obli- 
gations. 

There  arc  some  improvements  very  much  needed  and  Avhicli 
I  trust  you  will  press  upon  the  Legislature : 

We  want  a  stairway  at  the  north  end  of  the  College,  not 
only  for  light  and  ventilation,  but  for  an  escape  in  case  of 
fire.  I  earnestly  recommend  tliis  to  your  attention  and  ask 
/or  .^1,000  to  have  it  done. 
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We  want  a  suitable  barn,  to  cost  say  13^000,  and  I  think 
we  miglit  ask  for  |1,500  yearly  to  continue  our  experiments. 

.    t'  *  'f  *  =i=  'K  -!=■ 

I  must  again  request  you  to  make  application  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  taxes.  AY^^'^"^  i^^ 
present  revenue  the  College  cannot  possibhj  pay  tlie  tax 
levied  by  the  collector. 

^  >j<  ;i:  ^  '\^  ^  ♦ 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  valuable  collection  of  seeds 
and  fibres  presented  us  by  Mr.  C,  Henry  Eoney  lias  been 
carefully  preserved  and  is  on  exhibition  in  the  Agricultural 
room. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  H.  PARKER, 

President. 


ex:tiia,cts 

FROM    THE 

Report  of  the  Professor  of  Agricnltiare 

OP  THE 

JVCaryland  Agricultural  College 

TO  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  FACULTY. 


EXTRACTS. 


MAEYLAND  AGRICULTUEAL  COLLEGE. 

Department  op  Agriculture, 

December  1st.,  1879. 

Capt.   Wm.  PI.  Parker:  — 

President  Maryland  Agricultural  College. 

Mr.  President: — The  compliance  with  your  request 'Ho 
present  a  report  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  of  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College,"  enables 
me  to  thank  you  for  the  cordial  co-operation  the  Department 
has  received  from  the  chief-officer  of  the  Institution,  for 
the  liberality  with  which  its  demands  have  been  met,  and  to 
point  to  results  which  permit  me  to  hope  that  ere  long  this 
Department  in  Maryland  will  stand  on  a  par  with  that 
of  any  of  the  leading  Agricultural  Colleges  of  the  country. 

The  efforts  of  the  Professor  in  chargehave  been  mainly  direct- 
ed to  the  organization  of  the  theoretical  features  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  to  introduce  the  study  of  Agriculture  proper 
through  the  natural  sciences:     Botany,  Zoology  and  G-eology. 

At  an  expense  of  ^300  a  good  workable  cabinet  of  Miner- 
alogy and  of  Geology  was  purchased  ;  a  further  expenditure 
of  floO  was  incurred  to  secure  two  specimens  in  Osteology  ; 
the  Agricultural  library  received  additions  amounting  to  $75, 
making  with  glassware,  &c.,  purchased  for  the  collection  of 
seeds  a  total  expenditure  of  |600.  These  new  purchases  to- 
gether with  the  collecting  and  proper  arranging  of  other  ma- 
terial already  at  the  College,  have  placed  at  the  command  of 
this  Department  a  valuable  amount  of  the  illustrating  ma- 
terial so  necessary  in  the  practical  science  of  Agriculture. 

As  a  result  of  the  appliance  of  these  educational  facilities 
the  Professor  in  charge  can  report  an  awakened  interest  in 
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tlie  study  of  Agriculture  amongst  tlie  students  of  tlie  Col- 
lege, 41  of  wliom  are  now  in  tlie  Agricultural  course,  viz  : 

3  Seniors^  studying  Chavau'sComp.  Anatomy  of  Domestic 
Animals. 

10  Juniors,  studying  Pendleton's  Scientific  Agriculture. 

12  Sophomores,  studying  Gray's  How  Plants  Grow  and  16 
Freshmen,  studyiiig  Allen's  New  American  Farm  Book. 

The  textbook  work  in  all  of  these  classes  is  largely  com- 
plemented by  lectures  and  the  examination  of  the  objects  treat- 
ed of,  thus  the  Seniors  have  practical  instruction  in  osteology  ; 
the  Juniors  use  the  geological  specimens  of  the  cabinet  and 
have  at  several  times  assisted  the  Professor  of  Agriculture  in 
the  examination  and  treatment  of  disabled  animals  ; 
amongst  the  Sophomores  quite  a  talent  for  free  hand  drawing 
of  botanical  specimens  has  been  developed  and  the  Freshmen 
have  had  rocks,  seeds,  &c, ,  placed  in  their  hands  whenever  the 
course  required  illustration. 

The  work  done  is  that  laid  down  in  the  published  course  of 
Agriculture  and  is  only  departed  from  when  the  want  of  pre- 
vious preparation  of  the  students  exacts  a  modification.  For 
the  proficiency  and  interest  in  Agricultural  studies  the  class- 
es seem  to  be  acquiring,  the  Professor  in  charge  may  perhaps 
refer  to  your  own  repsated  visits  and  to  those  of  others  to  his 
Department. 

Amongst  other  matters  bearing  upon  the  Department  the 
Professor  in  charge  would  express  his  personal  obligation  for 
the  liberality  which  permitted  him  to  visit  at  the  expense  of 
the  Institution,  the  meeting  of  the  National  Agricultural 
Congress  at  Rochester,  New  York.  He  was  thereby  enabled  to 
meet  some  of  the  leading  Agriculturists  and  Scientists  of  the 
country  and  has  since  been  able  to  maintain  correspondence  or 

ersonal  intercourse  with  Gen.  LeDuc,  the  Commissioner 
•of  Agriculture,  Wm.  Saunders,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Na- 
tional Agricultural  grounds.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Jones,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Ga.,  Dr.  Sturte- 
vant,  editor  of  the  Scientific  Farmer,  Dr.  Liautard,  President 
of  the  American  Veterinary  College,  Dr.  Elzey  and  Prof. 
Beale,  connected  respectively  with  the  Virginia  and  Michigan 
Agricultural  Colleges,  and  others.     Amongst  the  immediate 
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results  to  the  College  of  this  visit  to  Eochester,  I  may  enumerate 
the  very  favorable  terms  upon  which  Dr.  Ward  sold  to 
the  College  the  excellent  collection  already  alluded  to  a  very 
handsome  and  complete  collection  of  seeds  presentedto  the  Col- 
lege by  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Carson  of  New  York  ;  specimens  of 
Millet,  Sorghum  Cane,  Cotton,  &c.,  presented  by  Dr.  Jones  of 
Birdsville,  Ga.;  a  set  of  the  Scientific  Farmer  for  1879  and 
Agricultural  phamphlet  by  Mr.  Sturtevant  of  Massachusetts  ; 
a  number  of  publications  of  the  U.  S.  Etomological  Depart- 
ment by  Prof.  Chas.  V.  Kiley  of  Washington  ;  the  Ameri- 
can Veterinary  Review  by  Dr.  Liautard  of  New  York ;  the 
publicatioas  of  the  U.  S.  Agricultural  Department  by  G-en. 
LeDuc;  ditto  seeds  from  the  same  source;  an  interesting 
lecture  on  the  Tea  plant  by  Mr.  Saunders;  same  on  fibres  by 
Mr.  Brown  of  New  Jersey,  and  many  others,  making  over 
50  valuable  books  and  pamphlets  added  to  the  Agricultural 
Library. 

A  very  flattering  recognition  of  the  Veterinary  feature  of 
the  Agricultural  Department  of  the  Maryland  A  gricultural 
College  has  reached  the  professor  in  charge  in  the  offer  from 
the  New.  York  Veterinary  College,  of  a  free  scholarship  at 
that  Institution  for  an  appointee  from  the  Maryland  Agricul- 
tural College  and  the  crediting  of  students  from  the  Mary- 
land Agricultural  College  with  the  time  spent  in  the  study 
of  Veterinary  science  here,  thus  materially  shortening  the  time 
required  by  the  study  of  the  American  Veterinary  College  for 
.  its  students. 

A  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  illustration  of  the  practical 
features  of  Agriculture  presented  itself  in  the  Fair  of  the 
National  Agricultural  Society  at  Washington.  The  farm 
teams  being  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Professor  of  Ag- 
riculture, the  Agricultural  students  on  successive  days  visited 
the  Fair  in  sections  of  15  each  and  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  officers  of  the  association  and  exhibitors  were  afforded 
ample  opportunity  to  examine  the  exhibits.  The  Professor 
of  Agriculture  expresses  his  obligation  to  our  Hon.  Trustee, 
Mr.  Merryman^  for  his  interesting  explanation  to  the  class 
of  the  points,  &c.,  he  has  in  view  in  the  breeding  of  his  splen- 
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did  herd  of  Herefords,  and  to  our  Hon.  Trustees  Messrs. 
Dodge  and  Whitman  for  the  encouragement  their  interest  in 
Agriculture  afforded  to  the  young  men  of  the  classes  intro- 
duced to  them  at  the  Fair  loj  the  Professor  of  Agriculture. 

The  Professor  of  Agriculture  would  strongly  recommend 
that  at  the  next  Fair  the  College  be  represented  by  a  suitable 
exhibit  of  its  Agricultural  features. 

Amongst  the  lesser  work  done  in  the  Department  of  Ag-' 
culture  the  Professor  may  mention  the  classifying  and  arrang- 
ing of  the  old  mineral  and  geological  collections  of  the  In- 
stitution (still  in  progress),  the  arranging  and  preserving  of 
the  Centennial  collection  of  fibres,  seeds,  &c.,  presented  to 
the  College  in  1878,  the  arranging  of  the  fibres,  wools,  &c., 
in  the  President's  office,  the  purchase  of  a|40  Medical  dispen- 
sary and  the  medical  treatment  of  a  number  of  human  and 
animal  patients  by  the  Department,  amongst  which  several 
cases  of  surgery. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Professor  of  Agriculture  as  to 
the  immediate  future  of  this  Department  may  be  summed  up 
in  a  request  to  adhere  to  and  to  advance  as  far  as  practicable 
the  published  "Course  of  Agriculture,"  of  which  copy  is  re- 
spectfully enclosed.  Consultations  with  Agriculturists  as 
well  as  the  trial  thus  far,  convince  the  Professor  that  the 
Department  is  on  the  right  way  and  will  not  be  wanting  in 
satisfactory  results.  A  good  microscope,  veterinary  and 
botanical  charts,  collections  of  fertilizers  and  soils,  &c.,  are 
amongst  the  extended  educational  facilities  your  liberality 
Avill  doubtless  provide,  whilst  to  them  I  would  respectfully 
add  the  request  of  a  suitable  place  and  apparatus  for  anatom- 
ical work  and  the  gradual  formation  of  a  veterinary  hospital. 
******  * 

To  the  same  decision  I  submit  the  establishment  of  an 
Agricultural  experimental  station  at  the  College,  and  whilst 
advocating  its  advantages  for  the  students  and  yet  more  for 
the  farmers  of  the  State,  I  respectfully  isubmit  to  you  whether 
the  defraying  of  the  necessary  expenses  should  come  from  an 
educational  fund  having  so  many  important  claims  upon  it  as 
that  of  your  College  or  whether  the  establishment  and  proper 
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carrying  out  of  such  a  station  would  not  constitute  a  just 
claim  for  State  assistance  and  should  he  home  hy  a  special 
State  appropriation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

A.  GRABOWSKII, 
Professor  of  Agriculture. 

MAEYLAND  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE, 
Department  op  Agriculture, 

Decemher  27'th,  1879. 

Capt.  W.  H.  Parker:— 

President  Maryland  Agricultural  College, 

Mr.  President: — Supplementary  to  the  December  Report  of 
this  Department  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing, giving  status  of  the  Department  to  date. 

Since  my  last  Report  two  (2)  students  joined  the  Agricul- 
tural course,  making  now  43  (forty-three)  students  receiving 
instruction  in  the  different  Agricultural  classes. 

Nine  (9)  students  take  the  ^^ro/es&toTia?  Agricultural  course; 
four  of  them  preparing  themselves  for  superintendents  of 
farms;  five  of  them  to  take  charge  of  their  own  farms.  I 
may  also  state  that  this  professional  course  is  taking  a  strong 
hold  upon  the  students  of  the  College  as  in  addition  of  the 
foregoing  nine  students  two  or  three  more  only  await  consul- 
tation with  their  friends  during  the  Christmas  holidays  to 
enter  the  professional  Agricultural  course,  in  two  instances 
giving  up  the  profession  of  law  for  that  of  Agriculture. 

Since  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  yourself, 
placing  the  management  of  the  farm  in  my  charge,  I  have 
made  a  call  upon  the  students  of  the  College  for  volunteers 
for  such  jsatcZ  labor  as  from  time  to  time  would  arise  upon 
the  farm.  15  (fifteen)  studentshave  thus  far  registered  their 
names  on  the  labor  book  and  others  intend  to  do  so  after  the 
holidays. 

I  report  taking  charge  of  the  farm  and  organization  of 
farm  force,  &c. 

I  am  maturing  my  plans  for  a  suitable  system  of  farm  ex- 
periments and  improvements,  but  keep  mainly  in  view  that 
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the    farm   must   serve   as  a   complement  of  the  theotetical 
studies  of  the  Agricultural  course. 

All  students  of  the  Agricultural  course  will  after  this  have 
assigned  to  them  practical  work  either  on  farm,  in  lahoratory 
or  dissecting  room,  whilst  the  professional  Agricultural 
students  will  he  present  at  and  in  rotation  manage  every 
phase  of  farm  work. 

Trusting  that  my  Spring  Eeport  will  fully  suhstantiate  the 
favorahle  expectations  I  confidently  have  in  the  future  of  my 
Departm^ent, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  aRABOWSKII, 
Professor  of  Agriculture. 
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